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B \y Take

By Maya Jones
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My culturally rich personality — being a half-Colombian Brit has its challenges

As the daughter of an English
father and a Colombian mother, I
had an upbringing that was
different to most of the people
around me. Having grown up
and spent most of my life so far
in the United Kingdom, in many
ways I feel very “English” — my
values, ambitions and level of
independence are typical of an
English woman.

Like most Brits, I can be quite
reserved; for example, bathing in
a Japanese onsen posed a
significant challenge for me
initially. My habit of apologizing
a little too frequently, and my

dry, sarcastic sense of humor are
other examples of
quintessentially British traits.

But at the same time, many
other aspects of my personality
feel distinctly Colombian, and
they have occasionally caused me
to feel out of place among my
peers. My English friends have
told me I have a tendency to
overshare, yet to my South
American friends and family
members, no topic is off-limits.

I am extremely opinionated and
passionate about my beliefs and
have never feared souring the
atmosphere by turning a pleasant

conversation into an awkward
debate. I am fiercely loyal to my
loved ones; my friends’ enemies
are my own.

Although this is a prominent
value in Latin American culture,
I’ve noticed that Brits, on the
other hand, tend to avoid conflict
at all costs by remaining neutral
third parties. My loud speaking
voice and gesticulation are also
notably non-British
characteristics.

Despite my quirks, I have come
to embrace the way in which my
diverse background has shaped
my personality — it makes me

wonderfully unique!
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